THE   GERMAN   CAULDRON

restrain them, and he stayed at home, meditating the
diabolical plan which, despite all his treachery and
double-dealing, was to lead him to power.

Those who retained their sanity in this maelstrom
tried to combat the ossification of the regime, and to
reveal the truth behind the hypocritical facade of this
bureaucrats3 democracy. At the first Congress of
Soviets of Workers and Soldiers, attended by the
Social-Democrats, the Independent German Social-
Democrats (the U.S.D.P., from which the German
Communist Party was born) and the Soldiers5 Frac-
tion, Helferding, a so-called Left Democrat, who later
became a Minister, made a fantastic speech which
caused all important decisions to be postponed for ever.

We were then demanding, as we did later, in the
course of the Kapp putsch, the socialization of the mines
and of heavy industry.

cThis demand,3 Helferding declared, cdoes honour
to your revolutionary feelings, but political questions
cannot be settled by feelings.5

For four hours the learned orator explained to his
astonished audience that the present state of science
made pure socialism absolutely impossible, and he
concluded by proposing the setting up of a special
commission to examine the problem. Trustfully the
workers, soldiers and ex-officers agreed. The commis-
sion sat for months and years, but I never saw the
slightest sign of a report or of any concrete work done
by it. The commission died as it was born, and the
problem remained unsolved.
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